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We are delighted to be welcoming students back on Wednesday next week after the completion of 

a whole school testing schedule. I would like to thank students, staff and families for supporting 

this testing process which was a massive team effort and helps keep our community safe during 

the coming weeks. On our return, we are planning to use our experiences of the online curriculum 

to improve the overall provision for students and I can confirm that all students in every year 

group will receive a Chromebook in September 2021 which they can use in school and at home. 

This will complete the full implementation of Google educational services within the Academy and 

will benefit all learners who will have their own device at all times.  
Peter Gillett, Headteacher 

Recognising Outstanding Teachers 

Hertswood Academy is proud to announce that teacher of Social Sciences, 

Mr Tsannos, has won the ‘Nothing’s Impossible’ Award in the University of 

Bath Teachers’ Awards after being shortlisted earlier this year. 

Each year the Teachers’ Awards recognise and celebrate the important role 

school and college teachers play in guiding students on their path to 

university. Candidates are nominated by first-year undergraduate students 

at the University of Bath, and by Sixth Form participants in the University’s 

participation programmes. 

The ‘Nothing’s Impossible’ Award, one of only five awards categories, 

recognises teachers who have inspired students to believe in themselves 

and aim high, a description that students of Mr Tsannos will know is 

incredibly accurate. On behalf of the Hertswood community, we 

congratulate him on this achievement, which comes with an educational 

grant for the Academy. 

If you or your child have a teacher or member of school staff you would 

like to recognise for their efforts, you have a number of options... 

The #ThankATeacher campaign allows you to send a free ‘Thank You’ e-card 

to any school staff. Visit www.thankateacher.co.uk and your card will can 

be created and sent within minutes. For Hertswood staff you can direct 

these to admin@hertswoodacademy.org and we’ll pass them on. 

You can nominate a teacher for a Pearson National Teaching Award at 

www.teachingawards.com before 12th March 2021. Learn more in their 

short video about the awards by clicking here. 

The Pearson National Teaching Awards have added a 2021 ‘Lockdown Hero’ 

Award for learner and community support during the Covid-19 pandemic, 

including parents and teachers. Find out more by clicking here. 
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Photography Challenge 

Congratulations to Zara, Millie and Agnieszka (Year 8) and to Oliver (Year 10) for their winning 

entries in our February Photography Challenge for Valentine’s Day. The March Challenge is 

now open for submissions, which can be emailed to Miss Spary by 22nd March. 

If you are in need of emergency support, find a list of organisations who can help, along with contact information, on our 

website at www.hertswoodacademy.org/information/emergency-support. 

One of our winning entries for 

February, by Zara (Year 8) 

The ‘Wasteless’ Challenge — Designing With Our Waste by Miss Webb (Head of Learning, Year 11) 

Since the UK went into lockdown in March 2019, there has been an enormous decline in proper waste disposal. With the 

impact on the environment of issues such as plastic pollution, we want to help the planet and encourage everyone to recycle 

properly, while also inspiring our young designers. 

That’s why we challenged students this year to take any waste they have around the house and make something new from it. 

We received more than 80 entries from students and have been amazed at their creativity, making it more than a small 

challenge to select our winners. Well done to everyone who took part! 

House Cup Update 

The amount of superb work being completed by students in February is well 

demonstrated by the vast number of House Points awarded since our last update in 

January. In that time, all four Houses have earned more than 30,000 points! Darwin 

continues to hold the top spot, but their lead has narrowed to less than 4,000 points. 

Darwin — 133,740 

Cavendish — 129,965 

Nuffield — 128,050 

Somerville — 118,900 

At the incredible rate students are earning points through their class work, independent work and participation in events and 

competitions, there’s definitely still all to play for in this year’s House Cup. 

MARCH CHALLENGE: Spring has sprung, plants are growing and we are 

starting to see more wildlife. Capture a SPRING photograph this month. 

TOP-LEFT 

Somerville Winner: 

Leo (Year 7) 

‘Phone charger holder’ 

TOP-MIDDLE 

Cavendish Winner: 

Emmanuella (Year 8) 

‘Toothbrush holders’ 

BOTTOM-LEFT 

Darwin Winner: 

Rachel (Year 9) 

‘Doggy bow ties’ 

BOTTOM-MIDDLE 

Nuffield Winner: 

Kacper (Year 7) 

‘Watering can’ 

RIGHT 

Overall Winner: 

Agieszka (Year 8) 

‘Avant-garde paper dress’ 
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