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We were very pleased to receive a significant majority of positive main findings from our OFSTED 

visit during lockdown. You can now access these on our website. We have already addressed the 

improvement areas they pinpointed and are on target for our next inspection. 

As Year 11 reach the end of their courses, the majority will be moving to our Sixth Form and are 

currently considering their A-level and vocational qualification options. Some will also be 

beginning apprenticeships or joining local colleges for more practical courses. Our Year 13 will of 

course be moving onto pastures new and many are excelling as they get ready for this milestone. 

In particular, we were recently excited to see our Chemistry students stretch themselves further as they completed 

the ‘Chemistry Olympiad’ below. Peter Gillett, Headteacher 

Outstanding Chemistry Students 

Our Year 13 students studying A Level Chemistry have been working incredibly 

hard through the challenging course. Most recently they have engaged in a 

series of practical experiments replicating the efforts of a real world quality 

control lab. 

In the pictures here, the group has been working to verify a company’s claim 

about the proportion of iron in its iron tablets, by taking advantage of a known 

reaction between iron and manganate ions. 

Some of the students have taken their interest in Chemistry further, choosing 

to take part in the Chemistry Olympiad, an international challenge building 

upon the A Level curriculum. The students’ extra-curricular efforts to expand 

their knowledge of practical applications of Chemistry lead to an incredibly 

difficult exam in January where that knowledge was put to the test. 

The Olympiad focuses on real world scenarios in Chemistry. This year’s exam 

included topics such as processes for capturing carbon from the atmosphere, 

and the difficulties inherent in atmospheres of other planets. 

The students will soon receive official certificates for their efforts in the 

programme, with special congratulations going to Leo who, along with only 

9% of participants, earned the coveted Gold Award for his high marks. 

“The Olympiad has helped me realise that the topics I’m learning in class have 

significant applications in the real world” said Leo. 

https://www.hertswoodacademy.org/information/ofsted
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Borehamwood Library Reopening 

As of 12th April the Borehamwood Library at 96 Shenley Road is open once again. Visitors 

can be inside for up to 15 minutes to browse their bookshelves and use their self-service 

kiosks. Social distancing measures are in place. 

You can find out more about the Hertfordshire libraries reopening plans by clicking here. 

Encouraging Respect And Preventing Abuse 

by Mr Marlow (Assistant Headteacher) 

Everyone's Invited is a national campaign, which has been promoted recently in the media. 

Hertswood Academy values and supports their message, that everyone in a relationship should 

be treated with respect. We are committed to educating our students to have appropriate and 

respectful relationships. We have zero tolerance towards misogyny, sexism, harassment, abuse 

and assault. If you wish to find out more go to www.everyonesinvited.uk. 

If you want parental support to have open and frank conversations about appropriate sexual 

behaviour with your child, please visit the Lucy Faithfull Foundation website for advice 

www.stopitnow.org.uk. 

March and April Photography Challenges 

Congratulations to the winners of our March Photography Challenge to capture a ‘Spring’ 

photograph, (left to right) Nadine & Ben (Year 8), Louise (Year 10) and Lottie (Year 9). 

April brings a really difficult challenge for students to try their hand at. Miss Spary, Head of 

Photography, would like students to focus on the concept of motion, capturing a photograph 

that shows action or movement. Good luck! 

Support for Students and Families 

If your child is having worries about their return to school, you can find advice and 

practical strategies from the Hertfordshire Family Centre Service by clicking here. 

The Just Talk campaign and Health for Kids/Teens are great online resources for students 

regarding current issues as well as mental health and wellbeing. 

Careful Parking 

Please remember to be extremely careful when parking in the roads around the Academy 

and other schools. Illegal parking can impact students making their way home. It could get 

you a parking ticket, but could also cost lives. 

We appreciate you taking the time to park responsibly. 
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