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We are fortunate to enjoy fantastic creative spaces and state of the art equipment and technology 

in our new school buildings. In particular, our 270 seat theatre, dance studio, Design & Technology 

classrooms (including Textiles, Resistant Materials and Food Technology) and specialist Art and 

Photography facilities. These great facilities inspire our students to continue their creative work 

outside of school and it was wonderful to see more beautiful photos submitted recently in our 

monthly ‘Photography Challenge’.  

We’ll also see the culmination of our creative work as students in Year 11 and Year 13 complete 

their final practical exams this month. We are looking forward to publishing some of this exciting work for our 

community to see very soon! Peter Gillett, Headteacher 

Phenomenal Photographers 

As we have been pleased to share with you through Hertsbeat this year, our monthly 

photography challenges from our Head of Photography, Miss Spary, have regularly received a 

large number of outstanding submissions. It has been wonderful to see so many students 

continue their love of the art beyond their lessons and into their free time. 

Our submissions and our winners this month were of a particularly high standard, especially 

considering the difficulty of capturing the concept of ‘motion’ in a still image. Congratulations 

go to our four winning entries below, as well as to everyone who took part. 

April’s Photography Challenge — Laughter! 
With the 3rd May having marked ‘World Laughter Day’, capture a photograph of yourself or 

someone laughing. Email your photograph to Miss Spary by the 24th May to enter. 

Zara (Year 8) Fatana (Year 9) Cassidy (Year 9) Zara (Year 10) 
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Journalistic Efforts During Lockdown by Mrs White (Assistant Headteacher) 

During lockdown we asked our students to try their hand at being journalists, conveying what lockdown is like for a secondary 

school student. We had a mix of responses, some focused on feelings and personal stories, some trying to find humour in the 

situation, and others focused on the data. Our winning submission came from Amy (Year 11). 

Enjoy an extract from her excellent article below. 

Baking With Love 

Congratulations to the talented winners of our Valentine’s Day themed bake-off 

back in February, Abbie and Charlie (Year 7), who have earned 50 House Points 

for Darwin and Somerville respectively! 

Every student who entered the competition has also earned 10 House Points for 

their effort and enthusiasm. 

Year 11/13 Creative Studies Deadlines — All NEA work must be handed to your teacher by the dates below 

Year 11 

• Art - 24th May 3pm 

• Design & Technology - at end of the assessment 

  21st May 3pm (Miss Webb & Mrs Robertson) 

• Photography 

  11D - 18th May at end of the assessment 

  11E - 20th May at end of the assessment 

Year 13 

• Art - 28th May 3pm 

• Photography - 25th May at end of the assessment 

“ Personally, lockdown for me has been a rollercoaster of emotions. When it first got announced, I remember sitting in my 

nan’s kitchen eating some food (specifically a wagon wheel) and my mum came over to me and said ‘you’re off on 

lockdown now’. So many thoughts came into my head in an instant. I could hardly contain myself, I was going to be off 

school doing no work for weeks! But obviously, that didn’t last for long. 

“ Maybe four or five weeks down the line, I truly began to feel the weight of the situation the world was in. Pure fear. My 

anxiety levels were through the roof. Certain thoughts raced through my head that I had never gotten before. ‘Am I going 

to get Covid? What’s going to happen to the world? And how am I going to carry on like this for weeks?’ ” 

Comic Relief Quiz Fundraising 

On Friday 19th March we held a quiz competition between form groups to raise 

money for Comic Relief. Well done to our winning forms from each year group who 

enjoyed chocolate on the last day of term: 7VL, 8TF, 9AOW, 10JBL and 11LM. 

Thank you for all of your donations. We managed to raise a grand total of £209.14! 

Sports & Dance Clubs This Half-Term 

Remember that our Sports and Dance clubs are back up and running. See the schedule below to find what’s on offer. All clubs 

are open to all genders. You can speak to the PE Faculty for more details, but be sure to come along and get active! 

 - Mondays: Year 7 Football, Year 7 Athletics/Running,  

 - Tuesdays: Year 8 Football, Year 8 Multi-Sports (Basketball/Badminton/Dodgeball), Year 8 Dance 

 - Wednesdays: Year 10 Football, Year 10 Multi-Sports (Basketball/Badminton/Dodgeball), Year 9 & 10 Dance 

 - Thursdays: Year 9 Football, Year 9 Basketball, Year 7 Dance 
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