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As our curriculum continues to develop, students are beginning to experience content which goes 

beyond national expectations. We want students to see the curriculum as a unified body of 

knowledge and to master the important facts which make up that curriculum. Our ‘Big Ideas’ help 

students understand overarching concepts and make the links across different parts of the 

curriculum and our chronological periods capture the ultimate timeline of history up to the 

present day. All this and more is available at hub.hertswoodacademy.org. 

As we move out of lockdown and back into normal routines, the Academy is also continuing to 

expand its extensive pastoral system with a new Anti-Bullying Committee. This committee, who will become Anti-

Bullying Ambassadors, includes members from our Student Council, Social Justice Forum and our Wellbeing & 

Diversity Forum.   Peter Gillett, Headteacher 

Thinking Big Across the Curriculum 

In previous editions of Hertsbeat we’ve shown you some of the Big Ideas 

and Eras which we have chosen to focus on across the Academy’s 

curriculum, each of which is emphasised by a video shown on the 

Academy’s large signage in our Atrium and Restaurant, and available to 

students via our Student Hub (hub.hertswoodacademy.org). 

Already this year these have included the Big Ideas of Communication 

and Empiricism, and the Eras of Pre-Earth and Geological Eons. 

Students will find lessons throughout the year in a range of subjects linking back to these Big Ideas and Eras, as well 

as assemblies reinforcing their importance. Our aim is to ensure our students understand the interconnectedness of 

the topics they study in their time at the Academy. 

This week we add to these resources with the launch of two new videos. The Big Idea of Exploration covers the 

spread of humans and cultures across the globe, the drive behind exploration and the challenges it presents. It also 

looks at modern and future technologies and their role in exploration beyond the Earth. 

The Prehistoric Era starts 3 million years ago, covering the three periods of the Stone Age, including the evolution of 

modern man, the study of fossils and cave art, and the progression of tools and lifestyles through to the Bronze Age. 
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Anti-Bullying Committee by Mrs White (Assistant Headteacher) 

As we move out of lockdown and back into normal routines, the Academy is continuing to expand its extensive pastoral system 

with a new Anti-Bullying Committee. This is comprised of students from Years 7 to 12, selected because they have gone out of 

their way to engage with us passionately and proactively on these issues. 21 of these students met for the first time on 

Wednesday 19th May, to discuss their experiences and identify areas where we can do even more to combat bullying. 

The meeting included a review of how topics such as homophobia, racism and ableism are covered in our curriculum, and the 

students were generally impressed with how regularly these marginalised issues are now covered in lessons. These and other 

topics, such as domestic and sexual abuse, are revisited every year in our Personal Development Programme and in 

assemblies, and activities within our House System work to further promote awareness. 

Also discussed was the Academy’s strategy to further cut down on homophobic, racist and xenophobic language even between 

groups of friends, by ensuring that all instances are met with an immediate C3 in our Consequence System, which includes 

being sent to our Refocus Room. 

Members of the committee will continue to meet regularly as we move forwards, and will be reporting back to me with any 

additional ideas they come up with. We hope that these incredibly engaged students, who include members from our Student 

Council, Social Justice Form, and our Wellbeing & Diversity Forum, will become Anti-Bullying Ambassadors for the Academy. 

Student & child direct debit saver tickets from Arriva Southern Counties buses (green buses only) 

Spread the cost of your Student or Child ticket over affordable monthly payments and pay even less for your travel using 

our easy Direct Debit scheme. There’s no minimum contract required, which means you can cancel your ticket at any time 

should your circumstances change. 

Once your account is set up your bus pass will automatically be renewed every month, so you won't need to worry about 

paying bus fare. What’s more, it can be used at any time; evenings, weekends and right through term holidays! For more 

information and to arrange your Direct Debit go to www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets and select your local region. 

Ben’s Lego Hertswood 

Ben (Year 7) arrived at school earlier this year with a fantastic Hertswood Shield 

made out of Lego bricks. Once Mr Gillett saw it, he tasked Ben with going bigger and 

building a Lego Hertswood, making arrangements for him to have as much Lego as 

he would need to get the job done. 

As the largest model he’s designed and built, it took him four days of work to plan 

and complete. Ben said that with the front of the building was by far the hardest 

part to get right, in particular trying to get a correct scale for it to look like the real 

building. It needed three separate rebuilds!  

“It was fun to make, but also annoying to have to rebuild it, because I’m a bit of a 

perfectionist.” 

The finished model includes many of the defining features of the Academy building’s 

shape and style, such as the yellow brickwork, entrance archway, Sixth Form spaces 

and the Community Entrance canopy. 

Summer 2021 Online Safety Newsletter from HfL 

Herts for Learning have published their Summer 2021 

newsletter regarding online safety for parents and carers. 

It covers topics such as digital wellbeing and advice for 

services including WhatsApp and Netflix. 

Click here to find the latest newsletter. 
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