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Hertswood Academy is a thriving and happy learning-
focused community.
We provide an engaging learning environment with an innovative curriculum, 
personalised care and support and a broad enrichment programme for all students. Our 
stimulating range of extra-curricular activities supports wider learning and we develop 
students’ creativity and independence so that they are able to flourish in the rapidly 
changing world in which we live. Our brand new theatre, along with our new buildings 
and state-of-the-art sports facilities, are a testament to the creative and active 
commitment we have to nurture fully rounded individuals. We have a clear expectation 
for our students to behave well and work hard so that they develop into responsible 
citizens and high-skilled learners.

Hertswood Academy aims to provide a world-class educational environment for our 
young people and the wider community. Indeed, community and individual well-being 
are at the heart of what the Academy stands for. We are committed that all members of 
our community aim high and achieve excellence in being the best that they can be. We 
look forward to welcoming you.

Peter Gillett, Headteacher
“The quality of teaching, learning 
and assessment is good.” OFSTED
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Welcome



Our Vision
World-Class Ambitions Our ambition is to provide a world-class educational environment for our community. We have the
highest aspirations for all students and will ensure they achieve the best possible outcomes, through outstanding teaching, an engaging 
curriculum and quality care and support. 

Ready To Succeed Our students will develop resilience, be literate and numerate and be ready for the challenges they are
likely to face in modern society. We have a clear expectation for our students to work hard, behave well and act with integrity so that they 
grow as confident individuals, responsible citizens and successful independent learners. Well-equipped for higher education and 
employment, our students will develop leadership skills and be ambitious for their future learning opportunities and career goals.

Accomplish Through Effort As a fully inclusive academy within our community, we are committed to the principle of a
‘growth mindset’ in that, no matter where one starts from, great accomplishments are possible through dedication and effort. We believe 
that all barriers can be overcome through our determination to succeed and the learning strategies we employ. 

Achievement For All We respect and value all members of our community, ensuring a safe, happy and secure learning
environment to foster high self-esteem for all. As lifelong learners, Hertswood Academy staff are role models for our students, continually 
developing their own practice and inspiring the community to aim high and achieve excellence.
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“Pupils study hard, whether in lessons or in 
the many study spaces available.” OFSTED



In September 2019, our new world-class 
academy buildings opened to students.
After four years of extensive planning, construction of our new 
buildings began in September 2017, by our contractor, Willmott 
Dixon. Of course, during the construction of our new academy, we 
continued to raise standards and provide an excellent educational 
environment for our students.

The £32m development opened on schedule, including a brand 
new sports hall, theatre and restaurant. We are proud to be able to 
provide students, staff and the community with the state-of-the-art 
facilities they deserve.

World-Class Buildings

“Hertswood Academy’s success is a testament to the 
skill and commitment of every member of staff.” 
Secretary of State for Education 
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Academic Focus
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The curriculum at Hertswood 
Academy is focused on achievement 
for all students. From Year 7, students 
are taught in sets and regularly 
assessed, using GCSE standard work in 
all subjects. 
Detailed feedback allows students to understand how to improve 
and enables them to make rapid progress across the curriculum in 
all years. As well as the core subjects, students are taught the full 
national curriculum in Years 7, 8 and 9, before choosing GCSEs at 
the beginning of Year 10. Our rich GCSE curriculum gives students 
the opportunity to develop a deep understanding of a wide 
range of academic and vocational courses. These include 
Modern Foreign Languages, History and Geography, as well as 
new options such as Sociology, Psychology and Further Maths. 

The majority of students remain in our highly successful Sixth Form 
which offers both A Level and BTEC courses. Students achieve A* 
grades across the full range of subjects, enabling them to choose 
from the best UK and international universities for their next step.

“Teachers focus on helping 
pupils succeed in the Year 11 
examinations.” OFSTED



Our students are encouraged to be 
independent learners who take 
advantage of a wealth of opportunities 
to develop their knowledge and skills. 
The Academy is open before and after school, for students to study 
independently and in organised sessions. Early morning sessions and 
independent study facilities are just a part of our extended offer and 
prove to be very popular with students across all year groups.

Sixth Form students have supervised study in designated study rooms, 
as do all students after school. Our team of study support tutors, 
subject tutors and mentors are available to guide students on the 
best ways to study and to answer any questions they may have. 
Younger students can attend Study Zone, whilst Year 10 and 11 
students are supported by their class teachers in after school sessions, 
or by working in supervised study groups. 

A huge variety of enrichment activities occur in addition to normal 
curriculum time throughout the year, such as sports clubs, music and 
vocal groups and STEM club to name just a few.

Curriculum Enrichment
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“Pupils enjoy going to school and 
appreciate the remarkable new 
buildings.” OFSTED



At Hertswood Academy, we believe 
that by inspiring creativity, we help to 
develop happy, confident, 
independent students, who will be 
successful in a rapidly changing world. 
Arts subjects are proudly represented throughout the school, 
contributing to students’ personal development and encouraging 
their creative abilities. We have an outstanding record of 
achievement in the visual arts, with Art & Design, and Photography 
being extremely popular choices at both GCSE and A Level. 

Performing Arts are also very strong with students of all abilities 
actively encouraged to involve themselves in the many 
opportunities that arise throughout the year. 

Technology is used creatively during lessons and in curriculum 
enrichment time to enhance learning, encourage creative thinking 
and to ensure students acquire the valuable technological skills 
necessary to compete in the working world. 
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“Pupils show respect for one 
another's opinions, views and 
differences.” OFSTED

Inspiring Creativity



Our Houses

Fundraising

The House System at Hertswood underpins our core value of working together to 
achieve excellence. All students are allocated to one of four Houses; Nuffield, 
Cavendish, Darwin and Somerville, each named after an Oxbridge college. 

Regular House activities take place throughout the year, culminating in a House 
Day in the summer term. All students are encouraged to participate and 
represent their House fully, as well as work hard throughout the year to gain points 
for their House. This system adds the important element of competition to events 
and provides students with the opportunity to take part in a wide range of 
activities that draw on individual strengths, as well as promoting collaboration 
with students from other year groups.

The House System works closely with the Pastoral System and whole staff to 
promote our School Values: Courtesy, Aspiration, Integrity, Resilience and 
Respect. Students are guided to recognise these values in the work of our chosen 
School Role Models and to seek effective role models of their own.

Working to help others is a key value shared by students and staff at Hertswood 
Academy. We have been proud to raise significant sums of money for our chosen 
local charity, Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice, as well as national and global 
charities such as Comic Relief, Sports Relief, Children in Need and the NSPCC. 
Every Christmas, we support the local community by collecting for the local food 
bank. Our Houses play a pivotal role in arranging fundraising activities throughout 
the year. House Leaders communicate regularly with students and charity 
representatives about how the funding helps to improve the lives of others. 

High quality pastoral care is essential in ensuring 
each student succeeds at Hertswood Academy. 
Our skilled pastoral team nurture, encourage 
and challenge each student to achieve their 
potential.
Central to the ethos of the Academy is the belief that each child 
should thrive as an individual; their learning is supported through a 
highly developed pastoral system, enabling students to work within 
clear boundaries. 

Every child is allocated a form group and tutor when they first arrive 
and wears their year group colour as a stripe in their tie. Daily 
registration periods allow tutors to monitor the progress and well-
being of their students and to provide individuals with the mentoring 
and guidance they need. 

Tutors are supported by the Head of Learning team who work closely 
with parents and members of staff to provide vital support and 
leadership through all aspects of students’ academy life. The wealth 
of expertise and experience within the pastoral team enables each 
child to approach school with confidence, secure in the knowledge 
they are fully supported to achieve their potential.

Students' opinions and ideas are aired regularly through our School 
Council, Student Forums and Prefects, and 'student voice' is a 
valuable part of how we continue to develop the school.
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Pastoral Care
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• All food is made on the day, for the day
• All foods are School Food Compliant
• Ingredients bought direct from growers and farmers
• All dietary needs are catered for
• Wide variety of excellent food choices every day

Students at Hertswood Academy are 
fit and active and our state-of-the-art 
sports facilities are testament to the 
commitment we have to nurture fully 
rounded individuals.
Our curriculum enrichment programme includes a wide variety 
of sports clubs for all ages and abilities, including football, rugby 
and netball. We are incredibly successful at county and district 
level, with some students also competing at national level. 

We believe that academic excellence is best achieved through 
a healthy body and mind. We promote positive attitudes in 
making responsible lifestyle choices that will directly impact the 
students’ health and well-being.

Culinera is the newest and freshest independently 
owned and education focused caterer in the 
South of England. Our team are fed up with 
watching schools settle for average catering. Our 
focus is on creating the best dishes from local 
British ingredients.

Sport and Healthy Lifestyle

swainwright
Stamp



Sixth Form
We offer a wide variety of subjects to 
ensure all students have the opportunity 
to excel, both in higher education and 
the working world.
In our Level 3 package, students can study the traditional A Levels in 
a variety of subjects, including Physics, History, Mathematics, Art and 
many more, as well as practical BTECs in subjects such as Applied 
Science, Health & Social Care and Sport. 

We strive to enable every student to achieve the very best possible 
grades up to A* and Distinction* level in all subject areas, in 
addition to completing their Extended Project Qualification. 
Alongside their academic studies, students also take up the 
invaluable opportunity of professional work placements and gain 
experience in prestigious organisations such as Grant Thornton and 
Deloitte. “Pupils have positive attitudes 

to learning.” OFSTED
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Our students win places at some of the 
best universities, both in this country and 
overseas, including Oxford, Bath and 
Warwick.
Higher apprenticeships are also a popular option, with students 
taking up positions in places such as BMW and Willmott Dixon. With 
university applications rising rapidly and unconditional offers 
becoming commonplace, our GCSE students regard us as their first 
choice sixth form. We are very proud of the support we give our 
students to ensure they make the right choice about their futures as 
they embark on exciting careers in medicine, architecture, 
education and much more besides.

Destinations

“Many pupils take impressive next steps 
in their education and careers.” OFSTED
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Hertswood 
Academy
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Hertswood Academy
Cowley Hill

Borehamwood
Hertfordshire

WD6 5LG

Telephone: 020 8238 7200
Email: admin@hertswoodacademy.org

www.hertswoodacademy.org 
facebook.com/hertswoodacademy 

twitter.com/hertswooduk
instagram.com/hertswooduk




