
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4th January 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
We hope you had a restful break and wish you a happy new year ahead. 
 
As you will be aware, from our communications before the break, we start this term following the government 
guidance that students take a preliminary Lateral Flow Device (LFD) test prior to the return to school. We are looking 
forward to welcoming all students back at 8:30am on Thursday 6th January. 
 
Over the last few weeks the government guidance for schools has changed slightly. As result of this, to ensure that our 
community remains safe, the following will be implemented across the Academy from the start of this term. (Please 
note that data and guidance will be reviewed nationally on 26th January.) 
 

• Students should wear masks at all times whilst in the school building, including in classrooms, unless they are 
seated in the canteen and eating/drinking. 

• LFD tests should be completed twice weekly at home (test kits will be provided directly to students) and all 
test results should be recorded on the NHS website. 

• If a student tests positive please inform the school at attendance@hertswoodacademy.org. Please indicate in 
this email that the student has tested positive and book a PCR test to confirm the positive result. 

• Students testing positive should self-isolate. The rules for self-isolation have changed and the following is 
guidance is provided by the government: 

o There is now a seven-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result for 
COVID-19. 

o Individuals may now take LFD tests on days six and seven (24 hours apart) of their self-isolation period. 
Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete ten full days of self-
isolation and can return to school from day seven. 

o Individuals who still test positive at this stage can complete further LFD tests and can return if any two 
consecutive tests are negative. 

• Those identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19 should take an LFD test every day for seven 
days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop 
symptoms at any time. 

• If students are off school isolating, but well enough to work, they should access their work for lessons via 
Google Classroom. 

 
Our aim is always to ensure that students are on site and receiving education in face to face lessons, however it may 
be necessary for us to review provision during the course of this term if staff absence affects our ability to safely deliver 
on site lessons. We will contact you if we need to take any additional measures and will ensure that there is a taught 
online provision for any students who may be required to stay at home. 
 
The consistent use of face coverings, along with regular twice weekly testing, are therefore key elements in reducing 
the transmission of the virus and most importantly, keeping our schools open. Thank you for your continued support 
with ensuring that your child, and others, remain safe and in school. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Peter Gillett, Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
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